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T he Lake Havasu Area Chamber of Com-
merce is a member-driven organization 
that takes public policy direction from 

the priorities of its membership. The Chamber 
is the leading advocate for local business; there-
fore, part of the Chamber’s mission is to lead 
public and private interests in the Lake Havasu 

region to develop a climate in which business can 
create jobs and operate at a profit. In addition, 
the Chamber works diligently to enhance and 
maintain the unique lifestyle of rural Arizona and 
advocates heavily for issues that affect an econ-
omy centered primarily on the tourism industry, 
the health care industry and light manufacturing.

In order to complete this mission, the Chamber’s 
Governmental Affairs Committee reports on, an-
alyzes  and recommends  action to the Board of 
Directors upon legislation, regulation and other 
governmental actions that comes to its attention.

State, congressional, county and local pieces of 
legislation are brought to the attention of the 
Committee through research by staff, Committee 
members, Chamber members, partner organiza-
tions and lawmakers themselves. Once brought 
to the Committee’s attention, the information is 
studied and analyzed. On occasion, the Commit-
tee will conduct a survey of the membership to 
assist in the process. Once research is completed, 
the Committee may develop a recommendation 
for the Board of Directors for its approval.
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Once the Board of Directors makes a decision, 
Chamber staff can effectively advocate on behalf 
of the Chamber.

Membership on the Committee is limited to 
Chamber members in good standing and non-
voting liaisons from local and county govern-
ment. The Committee Chairman and members 

are appointed by the Chairman and 
approved by the Board of Directors. 
Committee members are required 
to sign a commitment and conflict of 
interest agreement.

The Lake Havasu Area Chamber of Commerce 
welcomes state legislators to the first session of 
the 54th Arizona Legislature. This agenda deals 
with state legislation, but also local and federal 
issues; we thank those serving in public office.  
Our member businesses and employees are ea-
ger to work with you in strengthening our local 
and state economies. Formed in 1970 and incor-
porated in 1971, the Chamber represents more 
than 650 businesses that employ over 20,000 
Lake Havasu area citizens. 

Additionally, our Chamber is a charter member 
and actively involved in the Mohave County 
Chambers Coalition, a regional, governmental 
affairs organization of the chambers of com-
merce in Kingman, Bullhead City, Mohave Valley 
and other communities in Northwest Arizona; 
and the Local Chambers Committee of Arizo-
na Chamber Executives. The Lake Havasu Area 
Chamber is a member of the Arizona Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry and the US Chamber 
of Commerce. However, the Chamber does not 
automatically align with any other organization’s 
policy or position on any issue.
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ACTION STATEMENT: The Lake Havasu 
Area Chamber of Commerce works closely with 
government and leadership at city, county, state 
and federal levels to ensure the business climate 
at the local level sustains a positive business out-
look. The Chamber supports quality growth and 
works toward creating conditions for a thriving 
economy. It does this by providing its members 
with products and services which include the 
representation of the interests of business with 
government and taking political action on busi-
ness-related issues.

The following position statements have been 
adopted by the Board of Directors of the Lake 
Havasu Area Chamber of Commerce as recom-
mended by the Governmental Affairs Committee, 
to be regarded as priorities of the business mem-
bers of this organization. This agenda clarifies 
and enhances the Lake Havasu Chamber’s posi-
tion on statements within the “2019 Legislative 
Agenda for Arizona Business”, developed by the 
Local Chambers Committee of Arizona Chamber 
Executives.

Note: Issues in grey highlights are Federal or 
have Federal implications. 

EDUCATION/WORKFORCE: 

•	 Support a modernization of the state’s 
K-12 funding system that establishes 
equal opportunities for all public schools 
regardless of demographics.

•	 Support continuation of the Arizona 
School Tax Credit program with parity 
for public and private school districts.

•	 Support local and state initiatives to sus-
tain, grow and enhance degree programs 
in the Lake Havasu area.

•	 Support alternative funding sources for 
public schools (example statewide sales 
tax, etc.), dedicated to and based on local 
taxing districts.

•	 Support adult education programs with 
special emphasis on programs that bene-
fit Veterans re-entering the workforce. 

ECONOMIC PROSPERITY:

•	 Continue support and assist in the imple-
mentation of Lake Havasu City’s Vision 
20/20 Revitalization Plan.

•	 Support legislation that creates a Tax In-
crement Funding or Revenue Allocation 
District for Arizona cities and towns.

•	 Support continued funding for improve-
ments to Lake Havasu State Park and to 
area parks and trails operated and main-
tained by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment (BLM). 

•	 Support legislation that increases the 
current funding level for tourism promo-
tion via the Arizona Office of Tourism.

•	 Support the effort of Lake Havasu City, 
Mohave County and tourism stakehold-
ers in fee minimization negotiations 
regarding the use of Lake Havasu with 
any/all governmental entities. 
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•	 Support legislation that preserves or 
enhances the state shared revenue model 
and opposes legislation that would elim-
inate or modify the state shared revenue 
formula and reduce revenues for the 
incorporated cities in Mohave County.

•	 Support legislation that will protect the 
City’s ability to offer tax incentives to 
facilitate economic development.

•	 Support economic development legis-
lation that incentivizes employers to 
enhance current and create new jobs for 
Arizonans. 

•	 Support legislation that streamlines the 
administrative processes necessary for 
acquisition, private sale or lease of prop-
erty under control of the Arizona State 
Land Department.

•	 Support local preference initiatives in the 
award of contracts for Lake Havasu City, 
Mohave County, the Lake Havasu Unified 
School District, the WAVE JTED District, 
Arizona State University and the Mohave 
County Community College District, and 
other local and regional governmental 
jurisdictions and compels said govern-
ments to work with and use local con-
tractors.

•	 Support legislation that creates and al-
lows Association Retirement Plans.

•	 Oppose federal regulation processes 
that place additional burden on business 
without Congressional oversight and/or 
action.

•	 Support the effort to keep all trails on 
BLM and Arizona State Trust lands open 
for recreational tourism use. 

•	 Support efforts to repair, enhance, main-
tain and create additional and sustain-
able projects on Lake Havasu City and the 
Colorado River and in the surrounding 
desert areas that spur further tourism/
economic growth while protecting our 
unique environment. 

•	 Oppose actions by Federal agencies with-
out community and local government 
input that affect tourism. 

 
TRANSPORTATION/INFRASTRUCTURE:

•	 Support the acceleration of statewide 
highway and road construction to en-
hance reasonable commerce, and en-
courage attention toward Arizona’s rural 
highways.

•	 Support legislation that facilitates and 
funds regional transportation systems to 
serve the greater Mohave County area.

•	 Support legislation that implements the 
repayment of Highway User Revenue 
Funds swept during previous legislative 
sessions. 
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•	 If conformity is not accomplished by the 
legislature, support other legislation that 
would allow “Qualified Business Income 
deduction” similar to federal law. (Cur-
rent federal law allows small businesses 
to deduct 20% of Qualified Business 
income).

•	 If conformity is not accomplished by the 
legislature, support other legislation that 
would conform Arizona depreciation to 
federal depreciation rules.

•	 Support legislation that repeals addition-
al taxes on vehicle registration fees.

•	 Support legislation similar to the Wayfair 
vs. South Dakota decision in regard to 
sales taxes on internet purchases.

 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY/ 
NATURAL RESOURCES: 

•	 Support legislation that will remove 
barriers to and incentivize, rather than 
mandate, the expansion of clean and 
renewable energy.

•	 Support legislation that provides funding 
for public works projects to protect and 
enhance groundwater quality. 

•	 Support local and state legislation with 
a focus on natural resources including 
Solar and Wind-generated power devel-
opment. 

TAXATION:

•	 Support legislation to allow corporate 
contributions to local school districts, 
making them eligible for the School Tax 
Credit, similar to what is allowed individ-
uals. Credit for corporate contributions 
to Private School Tuition Organizations 
are currently allowed; this would allow 
for additional funding sources for local, 
public school districts.

•	 Support state legislation that requires 
early conformity with federal tax laws to 
relieve burden on Arizona taxpayers.

•	 Support legislation that automatically 
conforms with changes in federal law, 
eliminating the need to annually conform 
or not conform. 

•	 If conformity is not accomplished by the 
legislature, support other legislation that 
would increase Section 179 depreciation 
from $25,000/year to the federal amount 
of $1,000,000. 

•	 Support legislation to require AZ DOR 
to accept electronically filed business 
income tax returns.

•	 If conformity is not accomplished by the 
legislature, support other legislation that 
would allow “special depreciation allow-
ance” equal to federal rules and limita-
tions: (Current federal law allows 100% 
special first year depreciation, with some 
limitations).



•	 Support polices that ensure the Colorado 
River remains accessible for recreational 
watercraft.

•	 Support legislation that will encourage 
the establishment of a mechanism en-
abling local government to create renew-
able energy and conservation financing 
districts. 

•	 Support legislation that prevents water 
transfers from Mohave and La Paz Coun-
ties to other counties/governmental enti-
ties outside of Mohave and La Paz Coun-
ties/private industry without thorough 
research and open communication with 
Mohave and La Paz County residents and 
governmental entities. 

•	 Oppose federal over-regulation of indus-
trial facilities. 

•	 Support Environmental legislation and 
regulation that doesn’t increase the ad-
ministrative burden of unnecessary rules, 
regulations, or project delays which are 
cost-prohibitive for business. 

•	 Support the continuation of development 
of uranium mining in Mohave County, 
Arizona, and the surrounding counties in 
Arizona and Utah. 

•	 Support legislation that ensures re-
sponsible water conservation while also 
ensuring responsible, unlimited recre-
ational use of the Colorado River and 
Lake Havasu. 

 

IMMIGRATION: 

•	 The Chamber believes immigration 
issues should be resolved at the federal 
level and encourages programs that pro-
vide for an adequate legal workforce and 
educational opportunities for immigrants 
while maintaining the safety and integ-
rity of our national borders and protects 
businesses that operate legally within the 
State of Arizona. Additionally, the Cham-
ber supports programs that educate 
Arizona businesses regarding E-Verify 
and create consequences for those not in 
compliance.

 
HEALTHCARE: 

•	 Oppose unnecessary state regulations, 
cost shifting, coverage requirements and 
government mandates.

•	 Support efforts to train and recruit health 
care professionals in rural Arizona.

•	 Support the development and growth of 
Association Health Care Plans in Arizona.

•	 Support the regulated continuation of 
medical marijuana in Arizona but oppose 
the use of marijuana for recreational use.

•	 Support efforts for safe, affordable and 
accessible prescription drug policy.



elected official
CONTACT INFORMATION

UNITED STATES CONGRESS 
Senator Kyrsten Sinema (D) 
www.sinema.senate.gov

Senator Martha McSally 
www.mcsally.senate.gov

Congressman Paul Gosar (R-AZ, LD 4) 
202.225.2315 
www.gosar.house.gov
 
ARIZONA LEGISLATURE DISTRICT 5 
Representative Leo Biasiucci 
928-926-3018 
lbiasicucci@azleg.gov

Representative Regina Cobb (R) 
602.926.3126 
rcobb@azleg.gov

Senator Sonny Borrelli (R) 
602.926.5051 
sborrelli@azleg.gov
 
MOHAVE COUNTY  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Supervisor Buster Johnson (Dist. 3) 
928.453.0724 
buster.johnson@mohavecounty.us

Supervisor Ron Gould (Dist. 5) 
928.758.0739 
ron.gould@mohavecounty.us

LAKE HAVASU CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor Cal Sheehy 
928.453.4152 
sheehyc@lhcaz.gov

Council Member Jeni Coke 
928.453.4140 
cokej@lhcaz.gov

Council Member Gordon Groat 
928.453.4140 
groatg@lhcaz.gov

Council Member David Lane 
928.453.4140/928.600.7191 
laned@lhcaz.gov

Council Member Michele Lin 
928.453.4140 
linm@lhcaz.gov

Council Member Donna McCoy 
928.453.4140/928.208.1091 
mccoyd@lhcaz.gov

Council Member Jim Dolan 
928.453.4140 
dolanj@lhcaz.gov

928-855-4115 
lisak@havasuchamber.com 
314 London Bridge Road 
Lake Havasu City, AZ


